Revision Checklist — Paper 2 (US Government & Politics)

Section A: Government of the USA

Topic

Notes‘©‘@‘®

Chapter 1: The constitutional framework of US government

11.1 | Nature & significance of the Constitution
11.2 | Constitutional principles
11.3 | Separation of powers
11.4 | Checks and balances
11.5 | Federalism
11.6 | The amendment process
11.7 | Protection of civil liberties by the Constitution

Chapter 2: The legislative branch of government: Congress
12.1 | Structure & composition of Congress
12.2 | Functions & powers of Congress
12.3 | House of Representatives vs Senate
12.4 | The Committee System
12.5 | Voting in Congress
12.6 | Parties in Congress

Chapter 3: The executive branch of government: President
13.1 | Formal & informal powers of the president
13.2 | Sources of presidential power
13.3 | Limits on presidential power
13.4 | The president and foreign policy
13.5 | Relationship with other institutions
13.6 | Imperial presidency

Chapter 4: The judicial branch of government

14.1 | Composition of the Supreme Court
14.2 | Appointment to the Supreme Court
14.3 | Nature of judicial power
14.4 | The constitutional role of the Supreme Court
14.5 | Judicial review
14.6 | Landmark Supreme Court rulings
14.7 | Significance of the Supreme Court in policy making:

example
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Revision Checklist — Paper 2 (US Government & Politics)
Section B: Politics of the USA & Comparative Politics

Topic

Notes‘©‘@‘®

Chapter 5: The electoral process and direct democracy

15.1 | The electoral system
15.2 | Presidential & congressional campaigns
15.3 | Candidate selection & nomination
15.4 | The electoral college
15.5 | Factors determining electoral outcomes
15.6 | Campaign finance
15.7 | Direct democracy
15.8 | Voting behaviour
15.9 | Split-ticket voting

Chapter 6: Political parties
16.1 | Divisions between the Republicans & Democrats
16.2 | Polarisation of the two main parties
16.3 | Party decline & resurgence
16.4 | Two-party dominance
16.5 | Third parties

Chapter 7: Pressure groups
17.1 | Pluralism in the USA
17.2 | Types of pressure groups
17.3 | Methods used by pressure groups
17.4 | Election funding
17.5 | Power of pressure groups

Chapter 8: Civil rights
18.1 | Protection of civil liberties
18.2 | Pressure groups’ role in supporting rights
18.3 | Impact of civil rights on US politics: example
Chapter 9: Comparative Politics

19.1 | Structural, rational & cultural theory
19.2 | UK vs US Constitution
19.3 | Parliament vs Congress
19.4 | Prime Minister vs President
19.5 | UK vs US Supreme Court
19.6 | UK vs US electoral systems
19.7 | UK vs US pressure groups
19.8 | UK vs US civil rights
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